Any reference to the word ‘School’ implicitly includes all its associated clubs/activities including Kids’ Club

This policy also applies to EYFS
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GENERAL

The expression ‘learning difficulty’ covers a wide variety of conditions and may include dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, attention deficit disorder and semantic processing difficulty.  It may also include those who have problems with their eye sight, speech and hearing. 

A child has a learning difficulty if he or she: 

· has significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age.

· has a disability which either prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a kind provided for children of the same age in schools.

According to the SEN Code of Practice “A child has special educational needs if he or she has a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.”

At Ayscoughfee Hall School we adhere to the above understanding for SEN but also take a broader approach, in providing learning support for particular pupils at all ability levels. (Refer also to our policy on Gifted and Talented). Such pupils may be identified as requiring extra support or further stimulus within a specific subject or concept area rather than having a special educational need.

AIMS

· To identify and assess as early as possible, children with learning needs and be dedicated to raising achievement at all levels.

· To act upon the concerns of members of staff or parents as quickly as possible to identify the need and propose a course of action.

· To identify the specific area in which the child has a learning need and provide a programme of appropriate strategies to be used within the classroom and / or on withdrawal.  The Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.) uses short term targets set by class teachers, the learning support teacher and is reviewed twice a year.  The referrals are continually reviewed.
· To provide these children identified with learning needs with the most appropriate and up to date methods of support and resources to enable them to achieve of their best, alongside their peers in school.

· To adopt a staged approach to the identification of pupils with learning needs and to keep parents and staff regularly informed of pupils’ requirements with suggested strategies of support.

OBJECTIVES

The above aims can be achieved through:

· Early identification, assessment and provision to meet individual learning needs of pupils experiencing difficulties or requiring further challenges in their learning.

· Identification being by referral or screening, using recognized reading, spelling, writing and ability tests.

· Providing a structured learning environment for pupils receiving learning support so that a variety of skills and strategies may be learnt to help children cope with either the restraints of their learning need or to rise to the challenges of higher learning.

· Monitoring, recording and reporting on progress of pupils with learning needs.  This includes adding to the learning support and G and T Registers, the names of pupils with learning needs, identifying their requirements.

· Coordination of the efficient use of resources and support for staff to meet, more effectively, the requirements of pupils with learning needs.
· Promoting access to a balanced and broadly based curriculum.

· Developing opportunities for partnership with parents and, where necessary, external agencies.

· Monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of this policy on pupils’ learning.

· To share special needs/learning support information, specialist knowledge and resources with all staff, suggesting appropriate teaching strategies.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning.  Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.

TEACHING

Content

The teaching approach is multi sensory and includes a variety of reading strategies (phonic, visual, context and syntax ones, where applicable).  Spelling involves the ‘look – cover – write – check ‘ method as well as mnemonics and syllables.  Learning strategies involve a ‘small steps’ approach.

ORGANISATION

Usually, pupils are withdrawn from class on a 1:1 or small group basis.

Out-of-class work and homework

Children who attend learning support or SEN classes are encouraged to extend their learning at home through regular practice of reading/spelling/ writing and numeracy programmes where applicable.
LEARNING SUPPORT/SEN AND OTHER SUBJECTS

Skills acquired in Learning Support / SEN sessions should be applied by the pupil to all other subjects.  As there is a close liaison between the learning support teacher and other teaching colleagues, individuals difficulties in achieving this objective will be discussed and acted upon.
SCHOOL AND CLASS ORGANISATION

Foundation Stage

Please refer to Foundation Stage Information

Key Stage 1 and 2 Learning Support / SEN Referral Policy.

Stage 1 – Differentiated Teaching.

After a class teacher has an initial concern about a particular pupil he/she may conclude that the strategies currently used with the pupil are not resulting in the pupil learning as effectively as possible.  In these circumstances the teacher will consider together with the SENCO and learning support teacher what else might be done.  Evaluation of the strategies in place may lead to the conclusion that the pupil might require help over and above that which is normally available within the particular class or subject.  Consideration will then be given to helping the pupil through School Action – the level generally regarded at the school as requiring the input of the Learning Support teacher.

Stage 2 – School Action

If staff conclude, after consulting with parents that a pupil may need further support to help progress, a referral form and cumulative pupil information are then forwarded to the learning support teacher.  This will facilitate the further assessment of the pupil’s particular strengths and weaknesses; planning future support for the pupil in discussion with colleagues and the arrangement of a course of lessons of support, dependent on needs.

Stage 3 – School Action Plus

On some occasions, the class teacher and /or learning support teacher and SENCO might deem it necessary to request (make a referral) a Specialist / Educational Psychologist assessment to provide additional information crucial to the child’s educational development.  Generally, this will be if the pupil is identified as having a special need, substantial learning difficulties or has not made sufficient progress after a lengthy course of learning support sessions.
Resources

Learning Support resources are stored in the learning support room with the teacher. They are readily available when requested.  Other resources, including extension material for various subjects is available within all classrooms.

Information and Communication Technology

ICT is used in various ways to support teaching and motivate children in their learning.  Computers are used in a variety of ways by class teachers – spelling, memory exercises all encouraging a multi sensory approach to pupils’ learning.

Assessment

Learning difficulties can come to light at various ages and stages in pupils’ lives, depending on the coping strategies they have developed and the level of work.  Some children cope at the Infant level but not at the Junior level.  Pupils in all Years are closely monitored and assessed (formative,diagnostic or summative) by their class teachers.  Any pupils causing concern are referred to the learning support teacher and assessments carried out.  Additional recognized reading, spelling and non-verbal reasoning tests may be used to identify children suggesting specific learning difficulties.

MANAGEMENT OF SEN/LEARNING SUPPORT

SENCO – Brian Chittick (Head)
SENCO for EYFS Michelle Bailey
Learning Support Teacher – Barbara Atkinson
Governor responsible for SEN / Learning Support – Mrs. Fiona Gurney
Though it is seen that the day to day operation of the School’s Learning Support/SEN Policy and the provision and creation of I.E.P.s are the responsibility of the Class Teachers and Learning Support teacher, it is the role of the SENCO (and Head) to lead, manage and monitor the implementation of the policy, including monitoring teaching plans and the quality of teaching in the classroom.

Gifted and Talented – please also see the Policy on Gifted and Talented pupils.

Ayscoughfee Hall School is aware of how important it is to extend all children’s learning whatever their ability.  The Learning Support teacher will encourage colleagues to be especially aware of the needs of our gifted and talented pupils and will provide support through advice, extension work or through an alternative learning environment.

