Any reference to the word ‘School’ implicitly includes all its associated clubs/activities including Kids’ Club

This policy also applies to EYFS


                                    ANTI BULLYING POLICY
Rewritten Spring 2011
To be reviewed Spring 2013
To be read in conjunction with Policies on

· Behaviour

· Sanctions and Rewards

· Complaints Procedure

· Internet
This policy was completely re written in January 2009 in accordance with directions from ISI regulatory requirements, KIDSCAPE and the DCFS guidelines on bullying, e.g. ‘Safe to Learn : Embedding Anti-Bullying in Schools’
It was presented to the Governors in January 2009 and will be reviewed every two years.

We are committed to providing a caring and safe environment for all pupils so that they can learn in a safe and secure atmosphere. Bullying of any kind will not be tolerated.   
THE SCHOOL DOES NOT ALLOW CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.

If bullying does occur, all pupils and parents have the right to know that their worries will be dealt with promptly and effectively.

No one deserves to be the victim of bullying and bullies need to learn other ways of behaving. Staff will provide a climate where bullying is not tolerated and will work with parents to ensure that their child feels safe and confident in school.

Staff will remain updated with issues surrounding bullying and use appropriate opportunities within the curriculum to promote positive anti bullying messages.

What is bullying?

· Emotional being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting e.g .hiding possessions

· Physical  hitting, kicking, punching

· Racist   Graffiti, gestures, taunts

· Sexual  Unwanted contact, comments

· Homophobic  comments based on perceived sexuality (often harder for children to report)

· Verbal  name calling, rumour spreading, sarcasm

· Cyber Texting, mobile phone, misuse of cameras, instant messaging and social network sites.  In order to protect the children, we do not allow pupils to bring mobile phones to school or on trips.
Objectives of this Policy

All Governors, staff, pupils and parents should know what bullying is, understand the Policy on bullying and how to deal with it when it occurs.

Bullying will be taken seriously and dealt with when reported.

Signs and symptoms

A child may demonstrate signs that bullying is happening.   Adults should be aware of these and investigate if appropriate.

Bullying may not be the cause, but should be considered when a child …….
· Is frightened of walking to or from school

· Doesn’t want to go on a bus( e.g. for swimming)

· Changes usual routine

· Is unwilling to go to school, says feels ill in the morning

· Becomes withdrawn

· Starts stammering

· Has nightmares, cries themselves to sleep, wets bed

· Standard of work drops

· Books or clothes are damaged

· Asks for or starts taking money(to pay bully)

· Has unexplained bruises or cuts

· Starts to bully others, becomes disruptive or unreasonable 

· Stops eating

· Gives improbable excuses if questioned about any of the above

· Is nervous when using Internet, mobile etc.

Particular attention should be given if a child

· Is less able academically; they may not find it easy to express what is going on or have friends to support them

· Has issues of appearance, weight, size or medical condition that may make them the object of teasing and about which they may be embarrassed to speak

· Are seen as having an unusual level of affluence or not
· Has particular family, faith or cultural issues that may make them the target of bullying.

Procedures
1. Report bullying to the class teacher or any other adult with whom you feel comfortable.

2. Serious incidents will be logged and filed in the pupil development folder. A copy will be given to the Headteacher. It will be highlighted as a bullying incident.

3. Where appropriate, parents will be informed, and invited to school to discuss the issue.   They will be kept fully informed until the situation has been resolved.
4. In extreme cases the Police may be informed

5. The bullying behaviour must be investigated and stopped immediately.

6. An attempt will be made to help the bully change their behaviour and repair the harm they have done.

Outcomes

1. The bully will be asked to apologise and take responsibility for their actions.

2. There may be other consequences. Suspension or even exclusion may be considered.
3. If possible, pupils will be reconciled.

4. Case will be monitored to ensure future problems do not occur.
Prevention

The following may be used:
· Learning to challenge stereo typical attitudes

· Writing a set of school rules

· Signing a behaviour contract

· Using role play, art, poems, stories to approach the subject

· Use of assemblies

· Discussions about bullying, why it occurs and how to prevent and stop it.

Citizenship/ PSHE offers a good opportunity to tackle bullying. Children can learn how they can support victims.
HELP ORGANISATIONS

Parentline Plus:  0808 800 2222

Kidscape:           0845 1 205 204

Bullying on line:  www. Bullying.co.uk
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